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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK. 


Lenoz, March 22, 1833. 
Our Venerable Bro. Bort, writes as follows: 


Dear Brother,—I have, for a year past, been a 
reader of your paper (the Mutual Rights,) and 
have taken much satisfaction in the relation it 

ives of the rise and progress of Protestant 

[ethodism in various parts of these United 
States. And as I feel a deep interest in the 
prosperity of the cause, I would contribute my 
“little mite,’’ which you are at liberty to publish 
if you think proper. 

i had been a member of the M. E. Church 
twenty-two. years, and about fourteen years an 
- unwofthy minister of the gospel of Christ. I 
had fon my tour, and was regularly. o@dained 


Dea¢on and Elder in that church, before I left 
the old ship and embarked on board the new. 

I have.seen many happy hours with my breth- 
ren in the Lord in that church, but for more than 
ten years I was unreconsiled ‘to some of the’ 
peculiarities of their government, and I have 
been frank in expressing my opinion in relation} 
to it, to the travelling preachers; espeel on| 
the presiding Elder ‘question, which had been 
in agitation in the General Conference for sev- 
eral years. The preachers were very shy on that 
subject, and strove to Keep it from the people; 
but I drew it out of them by degree#® At length 
I embraced the first @pportunity, and told the 
circuit preachers thafunless there was a chang 
in the government of the church, which shodld 
recognise the right of the laiety to a voice in 
the law-making g@epartment of the church, and 


in the choice of their rulers, the people would 
soon revolt, 


d establish a new church, and 
tion that would accord more Pol 


a Téim loudly against it, suddenly became 
ubmit]| convinced that it was purely republican, and he 


neck of my brethren, as far as m 
his decidéd stand e 


of the question, seemed n the flame, for you 
will observe\that are envied by 
the travelling preactier, just in proportion to the 
number of friends they have, and the extent of 
their influence and usefulness. | 
‘ About six years ago, I providentially got hold 
of three papers from Baltimore, devoted to. the 
Subject of reform in the government of the M.E, 
Church, I read them with attention. It came to 
the ears of the ‘‘divinely authorized’’—and I] 
was called to an account, and reprimanded in| 
the Quarterly Conference for reading them.— 
They then requested me to pledge myself not 
to read or circulate the papers. I told them I 
was free-born and in a free country—that my 
father had fought and bled in the revolutionary 


berty of thinking, speaking, and reading what I 


rtainé 
on the tenth day of March, 


a Master in this town, and Moses Lawrence, 


ar 


thought proper, so long ag I did not violate the 
laws of God and my country. But not knowing 
how to proceed in order to get more of the above 
apers—and living so far from any church of 
formers, and almost alone in my views—I 
struggled along as well.as I could, but at the 
same time I was solicitous to know how the con- 
troversy between reformers and the old side pro- 
gressed. and how it would terminate, when, thank 
God, one yearago, last February, I obtained the 
Discipline of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
I read, and found it was just what I wanted, I 
then determined without delay to abandon the 
old church and join the new. And as the Epis- 
copal Methodist Discipline has not defined the 
way a Locél preacher is to withdraw from the 
fellowship of the church. I thought it best to 
take my own /way, I accordingly published in 
all my © ations that I was no longer a 
member eM. E. Church. After having as- 
t there was nothing against my 


1832, #ygmwed the M. P. Church in the Union 
Station. 

continued 
men the request 


to preach in my former appoint- 
the people—and in a 
sho je, about thirtyaf the members of the old 
church in €‘\ockville; ormed into a class of 
| whom were the 


Protestan,aMethodistsgamon 
lvanus Seebes, and) P. Webb, Esq. 


a Local Deacon. 

Others would have’ join 
but the circuit preachers Wad taken the alarm, 
and began to visit the members at their houses, 
which they had not.dohe before in six years,and 
dissuaded them frém their purpose. dne local 
preacher in pagticular, who had formerly been 
Opposed to some parts of the old economy, so 


at the same time, 


immediately turned upon reformers and became 
their worst enemy. So much for Episcopal in- 
fluence. 
-And now, astonishing as it is, those brethren 
who were formerly my warm friends, are my bit- 
terest enemies. Immediately after I withdrew, 
they commenced their efforts to break down my 
influence and prevent the people from hearing 
me preach. Accordingly, the presiding Elder 
told his conferences that as guardians of the 
church, it became their duty to defend the flock 
against the influence of Elder Bort,’’ and called 
on all the members of the conference who would 
pledge themselves not to patronize me as a 
preacher to arise. Meaning, as he afterwards 
explained, that they would not hear me them- 
selves, and would try to persuade others also. 
from hearing me. One brother said “I will hear 
who I please.” In about four months after I 
withdrew, the preacher in charge called on me 
to cite me to trial, and wished to know if I 
would be tried by a committee of Local Preach- 
was not a member of his com- 


struggle for liberty, and I meant to enjoy the li- 


jers? I told him 
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ed into the M. P. Church—and after some de- 
sultory conversation, he left me without calling 


me to q trial. And 
of my teeth. 

I have beén thus particular to show the dis- 
position of the men in authority in the E. M. 


thus I escaped asby the skin 


honesty if they must,” every thing that does not 
bear the stamp of their Episcopacy. Their au- 
thority, combined with their influence, I con- 
ceive to be most dangerous to the ‘liberty of con- 
science and the rights of man. 

Who would have thought that a Methodist 
Protestant Elder, in the state of New York 
would have sought a pledge of his Quarterly 
Conference not to hear a man preach who had 
been, the instrument in the hands of God, of the 
conversion of many of them at least, and with 
whom they had lived for years on terms of the 
strictest friendship and love—and for no other 
cause than an honest difference of opinion in 
matters of church polity! O tell it not in Goth!! 
Another specimen of their zeal oc- 
curred at a Quarterly meeting held in this town 
last fall; the door keeper was particular to ask 
the applicant for admission, are you a Protestant 
Methodist, if so, you cannot come in! 


_] will here relate an anecdote which took place* 


at this meeting: 


refused on telling his inquirers that he was my 
son. On my return home in the evening, he 
said to me? Father, I thought the Methodists 


ty of the father, but I was refused admission in- 


the preachers of the old church in their congre- 
gations, that the Protestant Methodists are made 
up of expetled members from their ranks—yet 
our intelligent public know better, nor will they 
believe these falsehoods so long as they under- 


the new church, and see us as a people striving 
for the faith of the gospel. 
We have been denied the privilege of officiat- 
ing in their meetings, therefore, we have con- 
cluded to mind our own business, and keep up 
our own meetings. We find God is with us of 


a truth, to own and bless our labours in the Qwak- 


ening and conversion of souls. We have had an 
increase to our numbers of seventy-four since’ con- 
ference, and three good ministers, making in all 
on the circuit 183 members and six ministers.— 
Bro. Lenos. Covel, is our Superintendent this 
year. We have a fine meeting-house nearly 
completed, and intend, God willing to build two 
others in the course of this spring. Our Super- 
intendent will probably write you. I forbear 
stating particulars im regard to the state of our 
circuit. 
| My heart is filled with gratitude to God on 
a people raised up here under the ban- 


ner 0 


munion, but had withdrawn, and had been receiv- 


For the Methodist Protestant Church- 


Church, to put down “honestly if they can, diss” 


My little son asked to be admitted, but was” 


did not believe that the son shall bear the iniqui-,. . 


to love-feast because my father is a Protestant | 
Methodist. Although it is especially stated by | 


stand the causes which lead to the formation of 


© 


4 


Protestant Methodism, for here I have de 
lived from my youth—here it pleased God to _ 
convert my soul—here I was first recommended 


| 
| 
| 
form a constit | | 
fectly with | 
‘American cifizens could not long tamelyt 
to the despotism of thetravelling minigtry, anc 
if the newsconstitution met my viewgfl would 7 
be the first man to arise and throw off the yoke ‘% 
of priestly authority from my own néck, and the 
Anfluence ex- 
ited their jeal- 
ousy, andghaving influential ffiends on my side ; 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 


for license to preach, and here I have seen hun- 
dreds of souls converted to God, and here I have 
gone through scenes of sorrow as well as of joy; 
and after having labored hard to raise a family of 
eight children, some of whom I have been call- 
ed to follow to the grave, and preached more 
than four hundred funeral sermons, and have 
held myself in readiness to attend every call of 
my superiors in the church, and labored day and 
night to build up the precious cause of God,and 
formed a number of societies in the old church, 
and received a majority of those who now live 
on this circuit. I have the satisfaction to set 
under our little vine and taste the sweets of Re- 
ligious Liberty,in blessed anticipation of a bloom- 
ing immortality. 
here I have been preaching fora few months 
ast, God is pouring out his spirit, and a num- 
r have been converted, but our old side breth- 
ren act as though they had rather souls would 
live in sin than join us. Nevertheless, the 
community are in our favor, and we are freely 
invited by Presbyterians and Baptists to take 
part with them in worshipping God, and they bid 
us God speed. Brethren press on and take 
courage, our cause must and will prosper so long 
as we live holy. I thank God the struggle for 
Ecclesiastical emancipation has commenced,and 
will continue until those whom the ‘Son mak- 
eth free, will be free indeed.” I would, there- 
fore, invite all who wish well to the cause we 
have espoused, (and many there are, no doubt, 
even in the old church) to join and help us in the 
name of the Lord. I think it advisable as the 
battle has commenced, to throw away our fears 
and come out boldly and independently from a 
church where our dearest rights are withheld.— 
Indeed we must expect to meet with the frowns 
of the men of power, for ten years observation 
has convinced me that a minister who proposes 
to leave the fellowship of the old church, must 
expect to hear the cry of back-slider, resound 
against him from Dan to Beersheba, though 
they seek to retain you by threats, and keeping 
up the unholy crusade against reform. The 
_ rights of men are dear to them—lI therefore ad- 
’ vise them to escape as soon as possible from the 
shackels of clerical despotism—and if our mo- 
tives are good, God will keep and prosper us. 
Yours, &c. Nicuoras N. Bort. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Another Brother writes as follows: 


NEW YORK. 
Lenox, Madison Co. March 22, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—Want of time forbids my giv- 
ing vent to my feelings, but suffice it to say, the 
star spangled banner is waving from the stan- 
dard of liberty erected on this circuit by brother 
Bort, and the prospects are glorious! Hallelujah. 
To God be all the glory given. From your Bro. 
in Christ Jesus. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 


| Williamsport, March 27, 1833. 

Dear Brother Henkle,—In compliance with 
my duty, according to discipline, I send you an 
account of the state of my‘circuit. The next 
Sabbath after leaving Liberty, I preached in Wil- 
liamsport, and ever since I have been travelling 
and preaching, &c. in the regions round about. 
We have had some very comfortable meetings, 
» and I have commenced regular preaching in 
_» three additional appointments. i have been 


"8 somewhat hindered in several appointments by | 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


the weather, &c. but on the whole, we have great 
cause of thankfulness. I felt myself called on 
by the incorrect representations of some of our 
old side preachers relative to our church and 
discipline to make some public defence, I ac- 
cordingly delivered two lectures on the subject 
of our differences, which I believe have done 
some good. I have recently been on to Win- 
chester and visited several of our friends in those 
parts. I felt very much for them, and preached 
every day or night while I was gone, except one. 
The result of my visit I shall make known to 
the Annual Conference. 

| Our prospects on this circuit are very flatter- 
ing. At our last Quarterly meeting which clos- 
ed on Monday night, we had a very gracious 
season. At our meeting on Monday night five 
individuals professed conversion. Two of them 
were a man and his wife, about middle aged,and 
| very respectable members of the community.— 
One man who we believe was enabled to rejoice 
in the Lord, was not less than from fifty to sixty 
years of age. He and his son, a young man of 
perhaps twenty, were for some time kneeling 
side by side at the altar crying for mercy. The 
sou got through first, and it was pleasing to see 
him rise and give glory to God. My dear Bro. 
I have had some severe trials during the incle- 
mency of the weather this winter, and some per- 
secution by some of the Episcopal Methodists, 
but this meeting paid me for it all... I thank my 
Master that some of the Episcg athodists 
have manifested a better spirit. , tried to 
cultivate their friendship as fam @ 
conscienciously could, and | he 
who notwithstanding all that tiggy 


done (and it is not a little) tap 

tend our meetings, and ated 

fellowship. 
ation 


Every other denomi 
manifested a christia 
all praise. I With 
rian church in Wiliam 
cupied their house. in 
sally they have treated in he most christ 
like manner. The ‘Lutherans ve kingty 
permitted us to use their houses, anc have trea 
ed us otherwise kindly. | 

In the letter publish Bro. Forest, some 
time ago, there was a little inaccuracy with re- 
spect to numbers. There arénow in the sever- 
al classes 255 members. We have received,say 
ten or twelve since I came on, and one has died 
one expelled, and two withdrawn. Several have 
professed conversion at our different meetings, 
and in general they have been,and still are lively. 
Yours, &c. Ww. Kesty. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
TENNESSEE DISTRICT. 


Obion Circuit, March 1, 1833. 


Dear Brother—It is delightful to learn through 
the medium of our interesting paper, that the in- 
terests of the Methodist Protestant Church are 
rapidly extending, notwithstanding its infancy, 
and the host of self assumed authority of the 
Lordly Itinerants of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, who have used and.are constantly using 
their utmost ingenuity to oppose, and to neu- 
tralize our laudable efforts to establish an equit- 
able church government. 

_ Yet thanks be to God, maugre all their oppo- 
sition, our church appears to prosper in the 
midst of all her persecution. 

In March, 1832, I commenced forming a cir-' 


jed, 
A short time 


cuit to embrace Obion, Weekly, and Henry 


Counties, in the bounds of which, at that time, 
we had about 15 members. We now number 
about 85 members, and these are firm in their 
attachments to our principles. We have some 
prosperous meetings, and are expecting greater 
manifestations of the power of God amongst 
the people. 

It appears strange that the enemies of Reli- 
gious Liberty should exhibit such an aversion to 
hear and to know the truth, and yet that they 
should be so prompt to offend without cause, 
many of Christ’s little ones, merely because of 
a difference in church government. 

I was in company a few weeks past with a 
preacher of the M. E. Church—and he appear- 
ed to glory in his vassalage to the Episcopacy, 
by stating in substance, that if the Bishops 
should order him to the Indian tribes, that he 
would reply, lam ready. If they were to say, 
go to Missouri, I am the lad to obey—indeed [ 
would go anywhere they would command. 

This is a small specimen of the extreme do- 
cility of many of their preachers, and may serve 
to shew what materials many of them are made 
from. Such men must be ready for stratagem 
and duplicity. 

A short time since, one of these M, E. preach- 
ers-and myself fell in company—we staid at the 
same hause, breakfasted, and rode to town to- 
gethergWhere our appointments /were ‘at the 
same Mouse. We consulted together on the 
plan vo 8 pyrsued,and the following was apreed 
on:—He to preach at 11 o’clock,\and myégelf at 
3 o’clock—after which he was to baptize’a man 
by immersion. He preached at 11—I conclud- 
my appointment at 3 o'clock. 
elore the latter hour arrived ,there 
was arumor sent through town to notify the 


| people, that the baptism would take place im- 


mediately at the creek, three or four hundred 


meg | yards from the preaching house I was to oceupy. 
myOf this I knew nothing, until informed by the 


famjly with whom I I confess I 
Sphocked gt this want of candour, but more so 

wness of the stratagem to deprive me of 
fgre gatign. the pee attended the bap- 


, and notified the peopie that I would preach 
as soon as they cauld get 


he meeting-house. 

They did attend, and I peace as well as I 
could under such circumstances. The Lord was 
truly present—the clouds of préjudice were dis- 
sipated—light from H@aven was éommunicated: 
mpathetic tears ghed—lowd hallelujahs 
and shouts of glory ee from be- 


lieving hearts. | 

May God deliver us from ever descending to 
such low,resorts to forward the interésts of our 
Zion! A Ognsiderable number of the Methodist 
Episcopal Opurch in this country, are decidedly 
in favor of rm, and §Mblic opinion is ex- 
ceedingly in oumfavor. O for grace to live and 


love like Christiatis! Yours, &c. 


Bios. 


Whene’er a sinner turns to God, 
With coutrite heart and flowing eyes, 
The happy news makes angels smile, 
And tells the joy above the skies. 


Well may the church below rejoice, 
And echo back the heavenly sound: 
This soul was dead, but now’s alive, 
This sheep was lost, but now is fourd. 


Glory to God on high be giv’n, 
For his unbounded love to men; 
Let ,saints below, and saints above 
In concert join their loud, Amen. 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protesteat. 
EVILS OF SECTARIAN AMBITION. 


3.) 


The sectarian spirit, as we have seen, gives 
rise to all the insidious arts of policy, which in 
their nature aud tendency are essentially un- 
christian. The exercise of prudence is all that 
our Divine Master allows to his disciples; cun- 
ning craftiness, as his word assures us, belongs 
to the ranks of the ehemy; it is a trait of char- 
acter adhering to the devil and his angels; and is 
carefully to be avoided by the true followers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, because he enjoins on 
them the simplicity of little children, and says, 
“Let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay; for 
whatsoever is more than these, cometh of evil.’’ 
Yet too many christians appear to think there is 
a necessity for them to use the cunning arts of 
the politician. Without it, they conclude, we 
cannot work our way through the ecclesiastical 
world. Exactly as political parties say, We 
must be cunning, and play our card well, or our 
opponents will be successful in their ingenious 
schemes to supplant us. Is it true, that chris- 
tianity affords no relief from this ingenious and 
corrupting evil? Must the men of God spend 
their lives in cu]tivating all the deceitful intrigues 
of the world? True christians have not so learn- 
ed Christ; and such a spirit must be banished 
from the earth, before mankind jtness 
the felicities of the promised millenniom. 

Why do the several sects’ pursue this course 
of conduct? Plainly, that they may monopolize 


the whole to themselves, at@)bring all other frei 


nominations on the wane; like the tradesme 
the earth, who insist that aman must be deceit- 
ful, and frequently violate the truth, or there is 
no possibility for him to be successful, in his 
business. 
Another evil is, that this selfish ambition catis- 
es christians to act as barbarians towards one 
another. Their shy and distant coolness to- 
wards other disciples of theyf,Redeemer, is 
greater than towards the libertines, deists and 
atheists of the land. ‘Dheéir conduct evinces to 
every beholder, that hey are more estranged 
from other worshippérs of God, and followers of 
their Saviour, than they are from the most decid- 
ed enemies of religion, upon earth! They will 
pass by their Father’s chil@igetr'in the streets,and 
either not speak to thet ll, ordo it in a way 
irl mpt, which they are 
‘all this towards those 
who agree with them in the whole system of 
gospel truth, and only differ with'them concern- 
ing the power and authority of Bishops. 
Rash judging fs another evil stream proceed- 
ing from the same "veo judged Christ says, 


‘Judge not, that ye be not judged; for with what 
judgment ye judge, ye shalkbe judged;”’ and the 
apostle Paul says, ‘‘Why/dost thou judge thy 
brother, and why dost.thou set at naught thy 
brother? for we shall all stand before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ.” Yet partiality seems to 
claim the right to nullify all such commands of 
God, and to act as though they were not to be 
found in the Bible. Charity, says St. Paul, re- 
joiceth in the truth; but the sectarian rejoices in 
a doctrine, not because it is truth, but because it 
belongs to his own party.. Charity rejoiceth not 
an wmiquity; but when he sees a member of anoth- 
er community fall into sin, he rejoiceth in this 
iniquity, because it will injure the reputation of 
a rival sect, and will give him a handle with 


115. 


management, in order to build up his own. Je-' 
sus says, ‘‘Whosoever shall offend one of these 
little ones which believe in me, it were better 
for him that a mill-stone were tied about his 
neck, and be cast into the midst of the sea;”’ 
but the sectarian can offend as many of them as 
he pleases, if they belong to another church,and 
can take for granted with great composure, that 
he has done no evil. We are commanded to 
lay aside all evil speaking, and are told that he 
who speaketh evil of his rola speaketh evil of 
the law, and judgeth the law; yet this, it seems, 
can be done without any remorse, provided on- 
ly, that the person of whom we speak evil, be- 
longs to another religious denomination! “If any 
man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he 
is a liar;’’ yet a brother, no matter how unblam- 
able his character, is hated merely because he 
belongs to another branch of the church. Let 
every man speak truth with his neighbour, says 
the Divine law; but the spirit we are opposing 
has long since abrogated this, by enacting that 
‘no faith is to be kept with heretics.” As ye 
would that men shouid do to you, do you even 
so to them.”’ says the heavenly law-giver; but 
this also can be confined in its operation within 
our own narrow boundaries, and towards other 
denominations be rendered void and of no effect. 


Another consequence of this diposition, is 
idolatry.. We do not worship images of gold 
and silver; but little peculiarities of our party 
may as@ntirely engross our affections, as did the 
gods*of ancient heathenism. What but the 
spirit of idolatry caused the Jews of our Sa- 
viour’s time to make the law of God of none effect, 
and to resist‘all the evidence of miracles, from 
an unconqu@fable fondness for the traditions of 
the Elders? Aq hat but the same spirit caused 
Bivastheir devotional affections 
to mint, antse chi while they passed 
over judgment, wand the love of God?— 
——— has istians, for a long suc- 
ces8fon of ages, te centre the interests of their 
hearts in beads¥® pictu 
baptism, extreme u 
God and hiS Chfist 


To come to modern 


the Host,—while 
been neglected? 


es: what is it but the 
spirit of idolatry.which @guses the Methodist E. 
Church to treat thémether Methodist brethren 
as heathens, their perfect agree- 
ment in all the essentialWoctrines of the gospel, 
and in all the practical usages of Christianity? 
The truth ought to be known and considered, 
that there is no difference between the two 
Methodist churches, excepting these questions; 
whether there should be bishops and presiding 
elders, and whether itinerant ministers should 
have all legislative, executive and judiciary pow- 
ers in the church? Protestant Methodists an- 
swer these questions in the negative; and for 
this they are treated with as much distance,cool- 
ness and contempt, as if they were in league 
with infidels, to banish the Christian religion 
from the face of the earth! 


Now as we agree in the glorious character of 
God, in the Redemption that is in Jesus Christ, 
in justification by faith, in the sanctifying opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, in the resurrection of ihe 
dead, and in the life everlasting, what is it but 
some interposing Idol, that can cause us to live 
and act like barbarians to each other? If our 
love to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the chris- 
tian religion, Cannot secure the confidence and 
affection of our Methodist brethren, so long as 
we prove ourselves, deficient in attachment to 
the power of bishops and presiding elders, does 


which to carry on his schemes of ingenious | 


it not follow, that this clerical power is the idol, 


and ceremonies,—in | 


for whose sake we are rejected, and on whose 
account our devotion to christianity is regarded 
as a thing of nought? Is not the love of bishops 
esteemed more highly than the love of God, if 
the latter cannot preserve us from contempt, 
while we presume to neglect the former? 

The last fruit of sectarian partiality, and that 
which caps the climax, is the spirit and practice 
of persecution. It was this which crucified the 
Lord of glory, and put his faithful disciples to 
death, in the first age of Christianity,—which 
produced the ten successive persecutions from 
the heathens; and afterwards produced the bloody 
massacres of France and of Ireland. In short, 
the whole history of mankind will prove, that 
nineteen out of twenty of the persecutions 
which have taken place since the world began, 
have been brought about by professors of religion 
themselves, from the bloody and ferocious im- 
pulses of sectarian bigotry. Yet this same big- 
otry is perpetuated, is cherished and nourished 
throughout Christendom, as a feeling on which © 
the success of ecclesiastica) enterprize depends; 
and aman cannot openly oppose it, and point 
out its inevitable results, without being an ob- 
ject of suspicion, as an enemy to religious so- 
ciety, and a promoter of infidelity! No matter 
how zealously, or how entirely he sustains the 
religion of the New Testament;—unless he will 
promote the interests of some sectarian idol al- 
so, he may expect to be viewed and treated asa 
heathen man and a publican. In all probability 
it will not be ten years from this day, till the 
Methodist Protestant Church, except she stand 
carefully on her guard, will also have*her golden 
calf Set up in the centre, around which the de- 
votees will worship, and for the sake of which 
they will sneer with disdain at all who shall re- 
fuse to bow down and adore the golden image. 
Like the ancient nations of paganism, each sect 
must have its own God, as a rallying point, to 
keep the worshippers together, and to arm them 
with suitable zeal, against all surrounding op- 
posers and heretics. Such is human nature! 
and if ever a race of beings had cause to be 
overwhelmed with a sense of shame and self- 
abasement, it is the fallen and infatuated race of 
Adam. 

Now from all that has been said, we deduce ~ 
this one great and interesting conclusion,name= © 
ly, that God’s true children are scattered among 
all the denominations of Christendom, and that 
the most virtuous and holy people in any church, 
are those who have the least of the sectarian spirit. 


OLYMPaAs. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A PROPOSITION. 


Mr. Editor,—As cases may occur in which | 
churches may be so equally divided into parties, 
as to make it impracticable to execute discipline 
as to insure justice to those concerned, or to 
cuard against reproach to the general cause of © 
religion;—as justice should maintain the just, 
under all circumstances in which individual re- 
putation or the essential character of a church 
is implicated; and, as where parties are, these 
good fruits do not always appear, the brambles 
of discontent bearing only their own appropriate 
fruit;—-and, as. the Annual Conference of the 
District, to which a church, so conditioned,may 
belong, cannot arraign one of the parties, nor 
both of the parties, nor some individuals of 
either party; nor is it quite plain that an Annual 
Conference can try a church as such. 
We know that, Art. iv. sec. iv. of the Con+ 


stitution, declares, “But no church whatever shall 
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absence of party feelings. 


‘ pision thereof.”’ 
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be continued in connexion with this Association, 
which does not conform to this Constitution, and 
the regulations contained in the book of Discip- 
line; or which may hereafter reject any part or pro- 
This is not, however, the au- 
thority needed to control parties, even though 
one or both of them do not conform, §c. much 
less, if one of the parties conforms, &c. and the 
other does not. ‘The innocent must not be con- 
sidered unworthy of church membership; there- 
fore the church, as such, cannot be expelled.— 
But suppose the whole church ceases to con- 
form, who is to expel the church? The Presi- 
dent of an Annual Conference? A Superinten- 
dent? The most adjacent Quarterly Conference? 
See sec. 1, p. 17. Who shall expel? The book 
says not. By implication, from necessity, is it 
the duty of the Annual Conference? How can 
we so infer? Easily, says one. Thus: the An- 
nual Conference is the highest authority of the 
District,and must receive and decide on appeals. 
Is it then the appeal of a party which the Con- 
ference is to decide upon? The book saith not. 
Yet where parties are, settlements cannot al- 
ways be had by the parties themselves. Every 
body says, settlements should, in these cases,be 
had; and, every body says, disinterested persons 
should make these settlements. Where shall 
be found a body more disinterested in local party 
disputes, than the Annual Conference, and at 
the same time, more deeply interested in the 
welfare of every part, and of the whole, of the 
general connexion. Let these remarks suffice 
as introductory to 
PROPOSITION. 


Well then, it is proposed, that the, General 
Conference should make a rule, authorizing An- 
nual Conferences, where need may be, to form 
(each one for its own District,) itself into a ju- 
dicial body, for one or more days of its session, 
to hearand determine complaints against church- 
es, or parties in a church, with power to pro- 
pose terms of adjustment—and with power to 
expel a church, or a party, or parties,in a church, 
on the same principles and for the same causes, 
as is provided for the expulsion of individual 
members of a church. 

We ought to know precisely, who may expel 
a church for non-conformity—and. I think, we 
ought to know that a non-conforming party may 
be expelled without expelling conformists. 


Some church disputes can never be settled by 
the parties—ruin to all ensues. Prevent gen- 
eral ruin—hear and decide—let the right be vin- 
dicated and established, and the wrong con- 
demned and separated. Is not this one of the 
chief designs, as well as one of the greatest ben- 
efits of good government? 

Those readers who may disapprove of this 
proposition, some because they have not felt any 
necessity for any rule of the kind—and, some, 


_ because they will think that it is in conflict with 


the constitution, are requested to inform us of 
some better plan. Those who may think the 
proposal to be at variance with the constitution, 
will refer to page 31, sec. 3. ‘““No member shall 
be expelled or deprived of church privileges, 
without an impartial trial before a committee of 
three or more lay members, &c.”” Again, p. 36, 
‘Accused members shall be tried by a commit- 


tee,’ &c. 
It is not desired that these constitutional and 


disciplinary provisions should ever be abrogated 
in any church not decided by parties; for, there 
is no doubt of justice being administered in the 


But the reader will 


™ please to believe that until the time comes when 


churches will not strike off from the plain path 
of christian unity, into the thorny mazes of con- 
tradiction and division, there will be parties.— 
And where parties are obstinate, justice cannot 
long maintain the ascendency. A third party 
must settle the disputed points. That third par- 
ty, we think, should be the Annual Conference 
of the District. The first efforts of a Confer- 
ence would be to obviate the difficulties; but, if 
that cannot be, because of the obstinate temper 
of one or both parties, let the excommunicatory 
power be present and used against the incorrigi- 
bly guilty. 

All of which is submitted for correction, or 
confutation. Latcus. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
APPENDIX; 
Or, the only Cure of Sectarian Evils. 
“Love is the fulfilling of the law.” Rom, 13, 10. 


God is love:—his law is love:—heaven is love: 
therefore love is the great centre of all duty, all 
wisdom, and all happiness. It is an abiding 
disposition to promote the happiness of the 
whole creation; for love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor. It is a sincere good-will for all man- 
kind: for the wisdom from above is without 
partiality and without hypocrisy. James 3, 17. 
It can no more be confined to particular parties, 
than can the obligations of justice, or the de- 
mands of truth. e may as well suppose we 
have a right to tell lies to some people, as that 
there are any people whom we are not to love. 
Though they be rivals, antagonists, or even ene- 
mies, the Almighty commands uso love them. 
All malice, and all guile, and cricies, and 
envies; and all evil speaking, we ae commarded 
by the same high aut&Ority to lay aside. 1. 


Peter, 2, 1. . 
love, God tells us, 
7 th long, wid is 


The essential prope 
are the following: 1. 

rs burdens to promote 
, every act of kind- 


kind. It patiently 
vieth not. Envy 


the happiness of ot 
ness in its power. 

grieves at another’s piness,¥and wishes to 
destroy it; but love dejights in it, and desires 
its enlargement. +3. & vagméeth not itself, is not 
puffed up. Thus God tell§ us humility is essen- 
‘tial to love; and eet ga the proud heart does 
not possess it. Love puts itself down on a 
level with the lowest, and views every man as 
a brother. 4. Doth not behave itself unseemly. 
That is, it avoids every kind of indecent or 
offensive behaviour, calculated to give pain to 
another. It is mild, pitiful, and courteous. 5. 
seeketh not her own. Is not selfish, in regard 
either to the individual, or to the party. 6. Is 
not easily provoked; bearing with the offences 
of others, and still returning good for evil. 7. 
Thinketh no evil. Is not jealous, suspicious, or 
censorious. 8. Rejoiceth not in iniquity. Though 
the iniquity be committed by an opponent or 
an enemy, yet love will never rejoice in it, as 
affording an opportunity to lower the reputation 
or influence of the offender; for this is the op- 
eration of malevolence, not of charity. 9. Re- 
joiceth in the truth. Is perfectly candid in judg- 
ment, rejoicing in 2 doctrine, not because it is a 
sectarian peculiarity, or may have some private 
purpose, but purely because it is truth; and con- 
sequently tends to the happiness of mankind. 
10. Beareth all things. Letting no trial or af- 
fliction of any kind overcome its salutary opera- 
tion. 11. Believeth all things. All that can be 


believed, without a known violation of truth, in 
favor of our neighbor. 12. Hopeth all things. 


Beyond what positive evidence can reach, char- 
ity reaches forth the hand of hope, to take in 
every probability in favor of our neighbor's cha- 


racter. 13. Endureth all things,—without re- 
turning evil for evil, or railing for railing, but 
contrarywise, blessing. In short, love never 
faileth. It surmounts the storms of life; tri- 
umphs over death; and will survive the war of 
elements, the wreck of matter, and the crush of 
worlds. 7 

When is a man made perfect in love? Exact- 
ly when love so fills his soul, as to cast out every 
passion and affection contrary to itself. When 
it casts out, and keeps out, all malice, guile, en- 
vy, hypocricy, Speer and bigotry. The last 
evil mentioned in this catalogue, is so far from 
being the least, so far from being consist- 
ent with perfect love, that it may be justly 
doubted whether the whole history of man- 
kind can furnish a parallel, whose ravages 
have been so extensive against the mild reign 
of love, as this same sectarian bigotry. It has 
laid waste cities, depopulated nations, and 
drenched the earth with blood. It has blas- 
phemed our Heavenly Father, crucified his be- 
loved Son, and torn asunder the bands of chris- 
tian society. It sneers at God’s people because 
of a difference of opinion, hardens infidels, and 
encourages self-deceivers to hope for the king- 
dom of heaven, as a reward for their sectarian 
zeal. Therefore the perfect reign of Love must 
dethronpe.this monster, and lay it prostrate in 
the dst, before the distractions of society can 
be cured, or the christian religion have its native 
influence over the fallen family of man. 


OLYMPAS. 
- For the Methodist Protestant. 


Georgetown, March 2, 1833. 
MINISTERIAL HELP. 


Mr. Editor,—Having shown in my first that 
thére is not a scarcity of ministers, nor yet a 
want of disposition in them to serve, but a want 
of means to sustain those who are willing to 
serve. I will now try to shew that the mannerin 
which some have sought ministerial help, has 
driven from themselves substantial help, and 
created considerable difficulty in the way of oth- 
ers obtaining it. The call for help is often heard 
from a distance, attended with a description of 
the kind of help in demand. I believe I can 
give an idea of that attendant of the cry “help,” 
in one word:—talented ministerial help. No- 
thing but a man of the first talents, and of the 
greatest eloquence will do at all» Now every 
talented man who is full of faith and the Holy 
Ghost, and 4s worth having, is apt to think 
he is ‘less than the least of allsaints.’”’ This 
alone must prevent, to a considerable degree, 
talented men from being very ready to serve 
those who will be satisfied with help from 
none but the greatest. But this would be a 
small evil compared: with others that result from 
the cry for talented help. The ministry of our 
church,and I believe of-other church, has nine 
ministers of ordinary to One of exiraordinary 
talents: although these nine may justly adopt 
the language of Moses, and say, ‘‘O Lord we 
are not eloquent, neither before thou spakest 
unto us, nor yet now;’’ nevertheless they have 
been the deliverers, instrumentally, of many 
souls from the bondage of sin; and perhaps of 
some who now join im the cry, ‘‘talented help! 


talented help!’ Suppose then, all who are not 


eloquent retire from the work, saying to him 
wlio sent them, ‘‘O Lord, they will not believe 


us, and seek some other means to support their 
families, leaving our whole church to find elo- 
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quent men to serve in their places;” what, I 
ask, would be the result? If the church could 
- get all eloquent men, it is possible she would 
be as much benefitted as the Israelites were. 
when left under the care of an eloquent Aaron 
in the absence of Moses, who was heavy of 
mouth, or slow of speech. Under all the power 
of eloquence, the Israelites became worshippers 
of a golden calf, and under all the power of elo- 
‘quence our seekers of talent might become wor- 
shippers of the creature instead of the Creator. 
But as it is certain the church cannot have all 
talented and eloquent men, the result of such a 
course must be injurious. That this loud sound- 
ing demand for talent will naturally drive from 
our ranks men who are as much needed as men 
of eloquence are, there can be no doubt. Then 
against this injurious thirst for talent, I will urge 
the experience of some of the most talented and 
most learned of our ministers themselves. They 
can testify, that when excellency of speech 
failed with them, the power of the gospel, 
preached by men of very ordinary talents, 
brought them lo the knowledge of the truth; 
and they could then rejoice in the verification 
of that truth uttered by Christ: ‘God hath cho- 
sen the weak things of this world to confound 
the strong.”’ Does not this shew that when the 
Lord has called and placed among us men of 
common talepts, we should hold up their hands? 
Should we not believe that if the Lord should 
see talented men are needed, he will provide 
them, if even it should be necessary tq arrest a 
Saul on his way to destroy us? But uny 
people reject such as the Lord has sent them, 
because they desire greater, and all reason will 
say, they will soon have none. O may we be 
saved from that evil or pride which some among 
us, I fear, have fallen into, merely because we 
are blessed with some of the ablest ministers in 
the land. But if our people must indulge wish- 
es for talent, let us, for the sake of the church, 
and for the sake of some old veterans who have 
done much good, keep our wishes as much to 
ourselves as we can, until all those old men 
have departed in peace. But in the meantime, 
to secure the object of our desires, let us re- 
commend no man for licence to preach, to trav- 
el; or for ordination, that we are not sure pos- 
sesses the first talents. Then, although we 
shall have very few ministers, we will not drive 
any man, whom the Lord has called, from our 
ranks, by our great thirst fortalent. But, again, 
the means expended to secure talented help, 
has, in some instances, been expended ina way 
calculated to lessen the amount of ministerial 
help which we had at command. A number of 
talented men are called in succession to some 
distant point. Leaving the places where they 
have been appointed, and where their help is as 
much needed as the point to which they are so 
loudly called, they go to render help to those 
who refuse to receive it ex¢ept from ministers 
of the first talents, each preaching only a few 
times, Now the moneynecessary to get a few 
sermons from these meén of talents, would be 
nearly enough to support a minister a whole 
year. But it would seem that this, touching 
the hems of talented men’s garments, is to 
do them more good than a whole year’s labor 
from men who are not so talented. The whole 
of such movements can only gratify a desire 
arising from a certain sort of pride. Can any 
people expect ministers will fly to their help 
while such a disposition prevails? Does not 
every One see that such a course must embar- 
rass, Oppress, afflict, and finally destroy our 
ministry? Let every man think on these things, 
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and the. act, not for his own but for 
ch. 
Equity. 


the good of the whole chur 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 1833. 


THE LADIES PHEBEAN SOCIETY 

Sale of Ornamental, Fancy, and Useful Arti- 
cles, which took place a few days since in the 
Saloon of the Atheneum, was numerously at- 
tended, indeed it was frequently crowded to 
excess. 

When it is recollected that this laudable en- 
terprize was embarked in only a very few weeks 
previous to the announcement of the sale, and 
that several of the Ladies were considerably in- 
disposed during the most of the time for pre- 
paration, we were truly surprized to find such 
a great variety of first rate articles, both in the 
ornamental and useful departments, many of 
which required considerable time and labour in 
their preparation. 

We haye not yet been favored with the pre- 
cise amount Gf mett proceeds, but we learn that 
at least eight hundred@dollars were raised clear 
of all expence thaps more. We hope to 
receive a corre t of the amount and 
will furnish it to‘OWF patrons in a subsequent 
number. 


We have received th@Minutes of the New 
York Annual Conferencq, which we shall pub- 
lish in our next num@er. From the minutes it 
will be seen that the increase of that Confer- 
ence forthe past year has been upwards of sizty 
per cent! 

This must be truly encouraging to our New 
York brethren, as well as to our friends and 
brethren generally, throughout our fellowship. 
We learn also from the minutes, that twelve 
additional Itinerant Ministers have been re- 
ceived by the Conference to labor the ensuing 
year within its bounds.—We most sincerely 
wish them increasing prosperity in the name of 
the Lord. | 


The claims of our doctrines as a Church, and 
the principles of our government, should fre- 
quently be placed before the public by such per- 
sons as are best calculated to explain and de- 
fend them. We have nothing to fear from their 
avowal—on the contrary, we have every thing 
to expect from their proper exhibition. , We are 
doing well, but we ought to do much better.— 
More personal holiness, zeal, and diligence, 
should be evinced by all. 


* 
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|duty of the General Conference. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—Since the publication of Marcus’ 
paper in your last week's Protestant, wherein 
he proposes some amendments to the constitu- 
tion at the approaching General Conference, I 
have looked over the constitution, and observed 
some things that might be altered to advantage, 
in addition to those he has pointed out. The 
third section of article seven interferes with a 
It is made 
the duty of the General Conference (art. 9, sec. 
2.) to fix the compensation and duties of the 
Itinerant Ministers and Preachers, and the al- 
lowance for their wives, widows and children; 
and to devise ways and means for raising funds. 
The third section of article seven, grants power 
to the Annual Conferences to devise ways and 
means for raising funds ‘‘for all purposes con- 
nected with the organization and continuance 
of the Annual Conferences.’’ Here we have 
the same power given to distinct bodies for pre- 
cisely the same purpose. 

I well remember the introduction of the above 
section into the constitution, and opposed it, 
but did not succeed in keeping it out. My op- 
position was on the ground of consistency, and 
to prevent, hereafter, any collision between the 
General and Annual Conferences in their re- 
spective rules for raising money to meet the 
necessary expenses of the Annual 

UKE. 


SOMETHING FOR CARELESS PROFESSORS. 


Maltitudes of professors of religion will wake 
up in hell. 

The rich man in hell who lifted up his eyes 
being in torment, was a professor of religion in 
his day, and even in that dismal abode, claimed 
Abraham as his father; and in the parable of the 
ten virgins,and Matt. vii. 21, 22, those who cried 
“Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name,” &c. &c. as well as many other passages 
in the discourses of Christ, seem to give the 
most solemn prominence to this awful truth.— 
But solemn as this truth appears on the sacred 
page, it seems far more so to a serious observer. 

hat multitudes are hastening on to eternity, 
indulging the fond hope of being Christ’s, while 
their lives give no scriptural evidence of their 
being his! 
years for an old experience of what they call 
conversion, as the only ground of their hope, 
and cling to it like the drowning miser to his bag 
of gold, though it drag him down swiftly to the 
fathomless abyss! No self-denial is practised, no 
cross taken up, no marked distinction between 
them and the moralist who pays no regard to the 
command of Christ. In full communion and fel- 
lowship with worldly men, while this truth of 
God is blazing on their eyes, ‘if any man love 
the world the love of the Father is not in him,”’ 
and ‘‘all that will live godly im Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution.” Oh then,backslidden Chris- 
tian! thou formal worldly professor! wake u 
wake up from thy fatal slumber before the fires 
of perdition kindle around thee, and thy glim- 
mering taper of hope be quenched in eternal 
darkness?—Religious Intelligencer. 


A Christian is strong in resolution, fervent in 
his desire of holiness, and makes the most vio- 
lent efforts to attain to it; but at the same time, 
knows that it is absolutely out of his own pow- 
er; and therefore depends upon God for support; 
keeps close to him in 


plies of light, grace, and comfort. 


How many look back to former — 


rayer for constant sup- . 
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MISCELLANY. 
THE ORIGINAL TESTATION OF HUMAN PIETY; 
OR, THE TEST OF PIETY IN PARADISE. 

“And the Lord God took the man, and put him into 
the Garden of Eden, to dress it, and to keep it. And 
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of eve 
tree of the en thou mayest freely eat, but of the 
tree of the ae of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it; for inthe day that thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt surely die.”? Gen. ii. 15, 17. 

Sucu, we are informed, by divine authority, 
was the wise and gracious provision which the 
Deity had made to preserve mankind in the se- 
cure possession of the innocence and happiness 
in which they had been originally created, and 
such was the original test of their piety to God. 
The history of that important affair, as recorded 
in the sacred volume, has indeed been matter of 
raillery by unbelievers, although their impious 
raillery would clearly betoken their ignorance 
both af the nature of piety, and the nature of 
human innocence; for, upon a careful and im- 
partial review of the sacred history, it will fully 
appear, that the provision which the Almighty 
had made for the preservation of our primitive 
innocence and happiness, was every way worthy 
of its wise and gracious Author, and was every 
way adapted to answer all the purposes for 
which it was divinely designed. 

It has appeared very strange to men of scep 
tical minds, that the only verbal law which was 
given to our parents in paradise, should have 
consisted in a rigid prohibition on their animal 
indulgences, and more especially in an arbitrary 

rohibition of the fruit of a particular tree. But 
it ought to be remembered, that the appetites 
and passions of our nature must have Supplied 
our first parents with a sufficient excitement to 
all the active duties of human life; and that the 
law of moral obligation which had been written 
on their consciences, together with the native 
inspirations of the eternal Spirit in all their ra- 
tional and moral faculties, must have contained 
an intuitive restraint on every criminal! indul- 
nce. Hence, the prohibition on the interdict 
tree would of itself imply the fact of their mora! 
probation, and the doctrine of a future staie; 
and the terrible alternative of death, and ever- 
lasting life, would imply the momentous duc- 
trine of an everlasting retribution. 

The condition upon which our original pa- 
rents held the native blessings of their primitive 
innocence and happiness, must have indicated 
to the clear and upright minds of Adam and his 
wife, that they were actually on trial for an 
everlasting state; and their condition must have 
supplied them with the joyful hope of an ever- 
lasting life: for if they had maintained their 
primitive innocence to the end of their proba- 
tion, they must have happily secured the pos- 
session of a glorious and everlasting retribution; 
because these things were all involved in their 
primitive condition, and in the primitive testa- 
tion of their piety to God. A perpetual proba- 
tion is of itself a contradiction; and, therefore, 
if they were really on trial in their original con- 
dition, a state of retribution must have been be- 
fore them; and since their exemption from the 
evils of mortality had been suspended on the 
maintenance of their primitive innocence and 
integrity, their fidelity to the end of the term 
oftheir probation, must have secured to them 
the ultimate. possession of eternal life. Anda 
state of absolute security, an everlasting exemp- 
tion from all temptation to evil, is equally the 
object of our religious faith, and of all our na- 


ty| was, arigid prohibition on the produce of a 
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It has appeared exceedingly strange to some 
persons, that our primitive ancestors should not 
have been formally and verbally warned against 
all the different crimes into which human beings 
have subsequently fallen, and that the only ver- 
bal law which was given to Adam in paradise 


single tree. But such persons do not seem to 
recollect, that it would not have been consistent 
with the character of God, as the wise and 
righteous governor of the world, to have actu- 
ally described, or formally anticipated, all the 
guilty practices which have subsequently dis- 
graced the conduct of mankind, because it 
would have supplied them with additional temp- 
tation, by instructing them in the practice of 
criminal things, and it would have strengthened 
the adverse agency of the great enemy of our 
souls. Hence it is, that the holy scriptures 
have never once supplied mankind with occa- 
sions to any criminal desires, by describing sins 
before their actual commission by mankind. 
And in this matter, therefore, the fact will fully 
bear out the argument of the case,—that we 
have no example in which the sacred writers 
have anticipated unexisting crimes. 

As to the testation of the human character, 
by prohibitions laid upon the fruit of the for- 
bidden tree; it ought to be remembered, that the 
fruit was not foibidden on account of any noxi- 
ous qualities which it contained, or because it 
would be injurious to the human constitution, 
or because the eating of it would be a mora! 
crime, but the prohibition was intended as a 
test of human piety, and to remind mankind of 
their probation for a future state, and to give 
additional security against all crimjfial indulgen- 
ces. Henee, the evil of transgremging that par- 
ticular command, was but the @&@ forerunner of 


all criminal indulgencéfand of all the guilt and 
of all the misery of fallen 


an. 

Piety to God, in state, must 
of necessity imply, an @ submission of 
ourappetites and pggsions to divine authority, 
and it must recogni! generous solicitude 
of our heavenly Father ao: everlasting wel- 
fare. It recognizes @Jso that important fact, 
that the will of God is really the rule of human 
happiness, and also Batghe unrestrained indul- 
gence of our appetites and passions, is incom- 
patible with piety, and with the noblest purposes 
of our existence. 


Indeed, the probation of creatures, living in 


organized existence, must mainly and of neces- 
sity consist in the temperate indulgence of their 
appetites and passions; and in bringing their 
desires into an uniform agreement with the will 
of the Almighty, as the natural and everlasting 
rule of right and wrong, and good and evil. 
And as the law of moral obligation was already 
written in their hearts, all verbal laws must needs 
be positive, and consist of arbitrary prohibitions 


on the otherwise legitimate indulgence of their 
animal desires. 


[t would be very easy to perceive, how well 


mY and his wife. Because a paramount re- 
gard for the divine authority would have certain- 
ly restrained them from touching the forbidden 


tree, and their habitual forbearance would have 


fear of the Lord in their hearts. 


| tiberal in its purposes, than was that arbitrary 


an elemental state, and subject to the Jaws of 


adapted this probation was, to test the piety of 


been an effectual security against every criminal 
indulgence, because it would have given acon- 
stant activity and an invincible energy to the 


prohibition on the interdicted tree. They had 
free access to every other tree in paradise; and 
even this single prohibition was an act of good- 
ness, and was made for purposes far more im- 
portant than their snlaiitiainlecsces, even for 
their probationary good, and for their everlasting 
welfare. Ata small expense of animal forbear- 
ance, it procured for them advantages of infinite 
importance; it embodied, in a manner, all the 
discipline of their probation tn one single pro- 
hibition, and encircled them in their primeval 
innocence, as with a cordon of celestial fire. 
“In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.”’ 

The original testation of our parents’ piety 
dic not consist in their abstinence from the na- 
tural indulgence of their own appetites and 
passions, nor in any bodily austerities, as though 
their moral habitudes depended only on organic 
laws; but the prohibition was intended as a test 
and guard of human piety, and as a means of 
bringing all their appetites and passions into a 
due subordination to the will of God, and to 
keep their hearts alive to their probationary 
trust, and to all the expectation of an everlast- 
ing retribution of security and joy.—Imp. Mag. 


From the Churchman, 


Mr. Editor,—None are so severe in their 
judgment of the walk of the professing chris- 
tian, @ the men of the world, and perhaps this 
may be the case with the clergy and laity. The 
laymen may look with less judgment, and with 
more severity, upon the actions of the clergy, 
than they exercise toward each other. In regard 
to myself, | must acknowledge that I have look- 
ed with sorrow, and frequently with a diminu- 
tion of respect, on some who have, as J thought, 
flinched from the duties they voluntarily took 
upon themselves. I was disposed to question 
your judgment, Mr. Editor, in admitting Cleri- 
cus to a hearing in the columns of the Charch. 
man; but I am convinced of my error, and am 
now gratified that those gentlemen who are 
without situations, have had the eyes of their 
brethren drawn upon them. 

The communication of Clericus leads us to 
adopt one of two positions; either that there is 
a superabundance of clergymen in the church; 
or, that unemployed clergy afte in some way un- 
fitted forthe work of the ministry. The first 
position is, in my opinion, conclusively shown 
by your correspondent H. A. tobe a false one. 
The second, then, necessarily comes up for the 
consideration of all concerned. Clericus says, 
that the people of the church, are in fault, in not 
providing sufficient support for the ministry. 
This I believe to be in too many cases a fact too 
well authenticated to be denied. But, sir, 1 am 
disposed to place ‘even this serious fault at the 
door of the clergys Much could be said in 
support of this position, but time will not per- 
mit at present; I shall only say, that deficiencies 
in contributions arise (like “many, many things 
left undone) from a love of the world and its 
luxuries. The world engrosses so much money 
to keep up appearances, and so much time to 
obtain the necessary luxuries, which my excellent 
neighbour has long found it impossible to do 
without, that really he cannot spare any thing 
for his church. ‘And, besides,’ he reasens, ‘my 


clergyman lives better, and works less than | 
do; he ought to show me a/pattern of good 
works, not I him.—Why, his wife and daugh- 


tive hopes, and most ardent desires, 


A positive and arbitrary law, could never 
have been more benevolent in its form, or more 


ters have turned the heads of the females of my 
family by their extravagant dresses; (presents, 
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no doubt;) twenty dollars would not pay for 
the extra furbelows that my wife insisted upon 
adding to the tinsel part of our daughter's ward- 
robe within the last month; expostulation is all 
in vain, for the example came from a “‘city set on 
a hill.’ Now, sir, if the gentleman should 
deduct the twenty dollars from his subscription 
to the support of our clergyman, he ought not 
to complain:—he wil], however; and perhaps 
leave us—and the fault will be ours in his opin- 
ion, not his; for I cannot tell him my opinion, 
and, if I did, he would perhaps pity my igno- 
rance, if not question my sanity. 

Mr. Editor, let us leave the example ofa cler- 


gyman’s extravagance out of the question, and 


take for granted that his walk is circumspect. 
Why is heidle? Has no man hired him?—He 
cannot obtain a situation that offers a sufficient 
support. What supports him now? What sup- 
ported St. Paul while he lighted the torch that 
still continues to burn throughout Christendom? 
My opinions, being those of a plain unlettered 
man, are not offered as worth much. I have 
been induced to send them to you, Mr. Editor, 
thinking that if you printed them, better writers 


might correct me, or carry out, or enlarge upon 


my opinions in such a way, as to produce bene- 
ficial effect. 

If a person finds himself drawn by the Hoxy 
GuostT to accept the ministry of the blessed Sa- 
viour, he is unquestionably in duty bound to 
use all justifiable means to fit himself for this 
holy office; and when he receives it, need I say 
what he ought to do?—God forbid that he should 
be yet ignorant of his duty?—He is as it were, 
wedded to the church, to have and to hold, for 
better for worse, for richer for poorer; he is to 
forsake all things that would lead him from the 
great object of his ordination. 

I wonder, Sir, when I think of the great res- 
ponsibility of God’s ministers, how they can 
waste the day that is far spent, and at the same 
time keep their senses. Why do they wait to 
be hired, when there are so many “that have 
not so much as heard whether there be any 
Holy Ghost?’’—Is there none of that love to 
Christ-and the worth of souls among us that 
once constrained the apostles to sacrifice every 
thing to establish the church of Christ-—And if 
any part of this church will not feed its miuis- 
try, tell them their duty on this point as well as 
others, and if they will not heed, | would leave 
them and preach to those who had not heard, 
and God will support his faithful servant. 

Yours, respectfully, 
A Layman. 


From the Episcopal Watchman. 
PREACHING, 


How is it that preachers so often give their 
sermons a wrong direction? that they are so apt 
to discuss subjects in such a way as to leave the 
heart and the conscience of their hearers un- 
touched, exciting a mere momentary interest in 
some frivolous question, or gratifying a vain 
love of disquisition and debate? To hear such 
men preach, one would think there must be a 
paucity of topics of momentous concern, and 
that the unhappy speaker, having explained and 
applied all the great truths of Scripture, having 
explored all the dark hiding places of the hu- 
man heart, and employed every possible form of 
appeal to the conscience, was at last reduced to 
the necessity of drivelling. It pains me to see 
a congregation amused with a discussion which 
addresses itself solely to the understanding; and 
_ especially when I observe, as I almost always 


do, that such discussions exhibit little merit, 
even when considered exclusively in a literary 
and intellectual point of view. ‘The preacher 
who wants taste and judgment to adopt a true 
evangelical style of preaching will rarely dis- 
play talent of any description. 

I know that it is wondrous easy for a man to 
deceive himself in this matter. He may talk 
much about Christ, and yet not preach ‘Christ 
crucified.’ He may rail at infidelity, and yet 
say not a word to confirm the faith of his peo- 
ple in the great truths of revealed religion. He 
may conjure up heretic after heretic and abuse 
and lecture them before his peopie, and yet, 
after all his labor, his congregation may not be 
awhit the more orthodox. People too, are 
often deceived. They think they have heard a 
fine sermon, when they have not been made to 
reflect, when they have not been made serious, 
and when no subject of importance ‘has been 
placed in a new or striking light. Ifa hearer 
has seriously tried to attend to a sermon, and 
yet has remained unmoved, he may be sure that 
something is wrong. 


CONTRIBUTION TO PERIODICALS 


Is a duty which has often, in one shape or 
other, been urged upon those of our readers, 
a they are not a few,) who are qualified. 
The tollowing article is pointed and just in sen- 
timent, though we cannot always admire the 
expression. Inthe hope that it may catch the 
eye and reach the conscience of some one who 
has it in his power to do good and does it not, 
we copy it entire from the Philadelphian, to 
which it hadbeen transferred from the Boston 
Recorder. ~ 


Were but the timtethus vainly spent, 
To useful thought and writing lent, 
Yours might# eet reflection be,— 
What good td hath done by me! 


Were every minister igghe state to ask his 
conscience, seriously Bonesily, whether he 
could not furnish s useful matter for religi- 
ous periodicals several fimes in a year, what 
answer would he receive? This same consci- 
ence is treated by to@ma@®y, as they would a 
giant in his castle. If they must knock at the 
door, they will do it gently, and if circumstan- 
ces admit, will get clear of the premises before 
they get an answer. 


‘Ask what is truth, with Pilate, and retire.” 


Some say they have no time,—are pressed 
beyond measure with their various duties. Some 
such will, nevertheless, smoke three times in a 
day, consuming not less than half an hour in 
the operation,—will talk on politics with a 
neighbor “till the stars appear,’’ and read the 
newspapers till they nod over them at ten at night. 


There are others who do not spend their time 
thus, who are actively and laboriously engaged 
in their Master’s service. But it is a great mis- 
take that they have no time for the duty in 
question. If it be an important and practicable 
means of doing good, they are bound to find 
time to do it. Others do it, who bend beneath 
as heavy burdens as themselves, and find, in so 
doing, an increase of energy, zeal, and success 
in their Master’s work. 

“IT covet no such notoriety,” said one, with a 
sneer. If notoriety, as faithful and zealous for 


Christ, be displeasing, has not that man mista- 
ken his calling? Let another take such a man’s 
bishoprick. But there need be no such noto- 
riety. His modesty may be calm as a clock on 


‘this point. It need not be known whether he 


be a dweller in the vales, or on the mountain : 
tops. Let zion but have the impulse sure to : 
be given by an active mind -and a warm heart, ; 
and he that gives it may wrap himself in as — : 
thick a mantle of darkness as he pleases. : 
But what can I write about? © AN 


“Have you no words? Ah, think again!” 


Have you the love of the blessed Saviour 
glowing in your heart?—do you feel a measure 
of that solemn responsibility. which constrained 
the exclamation, ‘*Wo is me if I preach not the 
Gospel?’’—do you behold with an aching heart 
and streaming eyes, the havdc of souls made by 
error and vice around you?—do you recognize 
the obligation of doing good as you have an op~ : 
portunity, and especially do you realize that you 
can present truth, of infinite moment, to ten 
thousand immortal minds?—can these things be 
so, and can you find no topic of interest? One. 
would think that a hundred themes of great in- 
terest, in aS many minutes, would cross the 
field of your vision; and that the greatest diffi- 
culty would be to make a selection out of so 
pressing applicants for consideration. 

Let me suggest. Look at that careless sin- 
ner of your congregation. How blessed would 
you count the privilege of breaking his heart by 
some powerful exhibition of the gospel. As 
you have thought of him, and prayed, and glan- 
ced your eye along his path of dreadful peril, 
how often has a train of thought been started, 
suited to make a moving appeal to his soul. 
Youvhaye said, “If I could present this just as 
it ROW Stands in my mind, that sinner would 
tremble!” Now just give that train of thought 
a palpable existence on paper. Make of it a 
short and pungent appeal, and breathe out your 
own,soul with. -Give it to the press, and sin- 
ners a hundred or a thousand miles distant, | 
may bless God that your “bow was drawn at . 
a venture.” | 

Look at that member of your church. The , 
defects of his character are so palpable, they | 
compel the recognition of danger. You are 
afraid he will not die in peace. Describe such 
defects. Contrast them with the Scripture | 
standard. Pour the bright light of truth around | 
them, so that the darkness shall be visible. Let a 
some religious periodical have the picture. | 
Many a deceived soul, perhaps in distant regi- 
ons, may see the exposure of its own decep- 
tions, and blessing God that the discovery did 
not cone two late, may exchange the spider’s 
web for an enduring hope of eternal life. 


OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Departed this life, at her brother’s in Wash- 
ington county, on the 7th of March, Sister Mary 
Atripce. Sister Alridge was a professor of re- 
ligion for at least twenty-five years. And a mem- 
ber of the M. E. church until the secession in 
Williamsport, since which she was an exempla- 
ry member of the M. P. church. She was a 
woman of deep piety, extensive reading, and 
general intelligence. Her memory is revered by 
her surviving class-mates, who rejoice in hope 
of meeting her in heaven. ‘Blessed are the 
dead that die tn the Lord.” I attended her fu- 
neral, and heard Bro. ——— deliver a funeral dis- 
course on the occasien, to which [ listened with 
pleasure. She was long known to him, and the 
testimony he bore to her worth and piety while 
living, was truly consoling to her surviving 
friends, as well as pleasing to me. , 

K. 
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POETRY. 


HYMN FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 
Air—“ The Soldier’s Grave.” 


On the fearful night, when his hour drew near, 
To Gethsemane Jesus retiring, | 

While the chosen watched, engaged in prayer— 
For his soul sorrowed near to 

See! where on the ground o’erwhelmed he lies, 

~ His lips in his agony quiv’ring! 

Lo! an angel of light to support him flies, 
His frame from its weakness deliv’ring. 


“If this cup ma not pass—Th will be done 
Father! I drink” —It 
The conflict is o’er; the victory won!— 
In the strength of the Godhead he rises, 
The friends he left to watch?—are asleep! 
For all human sympathy fails him, 
And he hears fast approaching the Traitor's step, 
Who, with kiss of deception, hails him. 


As against a thief came the multitude, 
Armed with swords and with staves, rude assailing. 
“I am he, whom ye seek,” he said— 
O¥erawed, they went backward, falling. 
But the scriptures must needs have been fuliied 
—As a sheep to the slaughter he’s taken— | 
To his foes, unresisting, behold him yield, 
Whom his time-serving friends have forsaken! : 


In the palace of Caiaphas, the High Priest, now 
They mock, coarsely taunt, and deride him; 

With affected rev’rence the knee they bow; 
And, insulting, they spit on and smite him. 

He is dragged to Pilate’s judgment hall, 
"Mid witnesses falsely accusing, 

And when Pilate sought to release him, all 
Choose a murd’rer, their Saviour refusing. 


Now the Roman, his hands having washed, in their view, 


—As if pure from the blood of the holy— 
“His blood be on us and our children too!” ~ 
They exclaimed in their madness and folly. 
Base and weakly he yields to the lawless throng, 
Gives him up to the Soldiers to scourge him: 
With a boisterous rage and fiend-triumph song, 
_ Towards the place of his suff'ring they urge him! 


To the cross which—he fainting—the Cyrene bare,, 
His hands and his feet roughly nailing, 

They bind him and plant it on Calvary, where 
Faithful woman in anguish, is wailing, 

Eli! Eli! lama sabacthani! 
“It is finished,” with a loud voice, erying— 

Earth and heavens veiled in darkness, refus’d to see 
Their Greator forsinners thus dying. | 

E. Recorder. 
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From the N. Y. Commercial, 
LATEST FROM EUROPE. 


The packet ship Louisa, Captain Wood, arrived this 
morning from Havre, whence she sailed on the 4th of 
March, and brings Paris dates to the 2d of that month, 
inclusive, 


The Gazette de France of the 25th contains this par- 

se rLetters by writers of credit received to-day from 
Madrid, announce positively that the Portuguese Govern- 
ment having satisfactorily explained the shots fired at a 
French vessel entering the Tagus, the matter may be 
considered as at rest. There was only left to be settled 
the affair of the Alcyon, sunk at the mouth of the Douro. 
It is understood at Madrid, that this too would soon be 
arranged, and then no pretext be left for any attack 
against the Government of Don Miguel. The mission of 
Sir Stratford Canning has failed completely. The Span- 
ish Government refused to lend itself to the views of the 
British Cabinet, and M. Zea, Whose credit Lord Palmer- 
ston was desirous of overthrowing, seems destined long 
to remain at the head of the Spanish Cabinet. 


With respect to the quarrel of the Porte and its Egyp- 
tian enemy Ibrahim, the latest intelligence from the 
Augsburgh Gazette imports, that all that could be ob- 
tained from Ibrahim, by French or Russian intercession 
was, an armistice for forty days. Flushed with success; 
nothing could turp him from pursuing his career,thougn, 
for form’s sake, he had addressed a respectful letter to 
the Grand Seignor, regretting that he could not do more 


than consent to a temporary armistice, without consult- 
ing hisfather. . 


The foreign diplomats were much dissatisfied with this 
State of things. The French Charge d’Affaires had as- 
sumed a menacing tone, and it was expected that if hos- 
tilities were resumed between Ibrahim and the Porte, 
France would take an active part. Onthe other hand, 
confidence was placed in the comparative moderation of 
Ibrahim’s father—the condition of Ibrafiim’s.troops,too, 
destitute of money and provisions, a@@jin a country 
(Natolia) already exhausted of suppligsymight teach him 
necessary forbearance. 

The Madrid Gazette of 
Royal Decree requiring a | ,000 young soldiers 
to replace those, who, by vi decree of the 8th 
of Feb. 1827, had perfqgmed their six years service.— 
This levy, says the ccc for the maintenance of the 
army upon the peace esta nt. 

A Ghent oe states, thee Dutch made a sortie on 
the 27th of February, fron?Zebzecte, and captured a post 
of civic guards consisting of three officers and fifty men. 
Reparation had been denfanded for this violation of ter- 
ritory. 

Intelligence one day Jater was received stating that the 
Turkish fleet had entered the port of Constantinople,and 
that the Persian Envoy has frequent conferences with 
the Reis Effendi. 

PARIS, Feb. 26. 


On Saturday evening Gen. Lafayette called at the res- 
idence of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, where his pre- 
sence surprised more than one member of the diplomat- 
ic corps. The General came to intercede with the Min- 
ister for some Polish Refugees, and to propose to him to’ 
subscribe to a ball which the Polish Committee of Paris 
give on Saturday next for the relief of the unfortunate 
families thrown upon their charge by the disaster of 


Warsaw. | 
LONDON, Feb. 25. 
The reports of dissentions in the Cabinet have latterly 
gained more credit. It is said that two of the Ministers 
of greatest influence are engaged in an intrigue, the re- 


of Feb. contains a 


Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his | sult of which will be a rupture with the leaders of the 
head reach unto the clouds, yet he perish forever. jos. | Whig party, and an alliance with the Tories. It is as- 


The tree of Fame is mortal! though it rear ~ 
Its top amid the heavens, its roots stillereep © 
Within the earth: and storms shall one day 
it from its place, or latent canker, year att 
By year, the heart consume—till weak and sear, | 
(It falls by its own weight, vainly, westeep 
» It with our tears, and fondly hope to reap 
wight if fate severe 
t spare it, an everish being spent 
A sort of after-life throughout all time eh 
By it we might enjoy,—would thiscontent? 
A tree there is that flourishes sublime, Ga, 
fi ose branches are with fruit immortal bent: 


serted that several members of the Cabinet, with Lord 
Grey at their head, have threatened to hand in their re- 
signations, if such a state of things continue. 

Nothing certain .is known as to the result of the com- 
munination made to the Dutch Government on the part 
of Lord Palmerston and Prince Talleyrand. 

In the meantime, the despatches of the British Charge 
d’Affaires to Brnssels are of a nature’'to bring about a 
solution of the questions pending, for they confirm the 


_|Feports which have been in circulation of the disappoint. 


ment and discouragement to which the King of Holland 
finds himself reduced. Our diplomatic agent asserts that 
[many of the most influential persons in Holland begin to 


FWho eat, shall live, indeed,—and in a nobler clime. rceive the — of a longer residence, and aig 
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} INTELLIGENCE. . - Lonpon, Feb. 27.—We learn that the Envoy Extraor- 


inary of Holland, Mr. Van Zuyden, has been recalled 


| from London by his government. As yet it is not known 


who is to be his successor.——-Cowurier. ' 


The letters received from Lisbon this morning concur 
in representing the army of Don Miguel as in such a 
sickly and disorganized state, that it is generally suppos- 
ed the siege of Oporto will soon be raised. Wagons for » 
transporting the sick were arriving from every direction. 
It is asserted that the forts and advanced works were 
about to be constructed in the environs of Lisbon, in the 
anticipation that the’ army of Don’ Pedro would march 
upon the capital.— Globe. | | 

His Majesty’s Ministers will take into immediate con- 
sideration the affairs of the East Indies. It is said the 
commerce with China will be made free.—-Idem. — 
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